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Planning Commission
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January 22, 2019
Page 2

Mr. Clark asked for himself, he offered a rider to the recommendation that related to a
peer review. When the discussions came of how to be put this property to use whether it be a
camp grounds for the Girl Scouts, mitigation or assimilation, he would like the City Council to
have at its disposal more science to review. He asked for a peer review to have more than one
opinion on uses downstream. Mr. Fairley clarified that the request was to have someone
checking data. Mr. Clark stated that the “elephant in the room” on this issue was that there
would be a proposal for the use of the land for a specific use. When that was proposed there
would be one block of science being offered and there were other blocks of science that was
peer review to be put up against that just for people to look at. It was incumbent on the
commission and the City Council to have an opportunity for peer review of the findings. Mr.
Blache said it was his understanding that the property was already in use as a wetland
assimilation. Mr. Clark said there was growing scientific concern and he thought that the City
Council should be alerted that it would not be a bad idea.

Mr. Harrison said there were no problems legally making that recommendation and he
did not think it had anything to do with the annexation and zoning of the property, but it could
be a finding. Mr. Clark said Mr. Blache had said the future was now and as he was reading an
article from a scientist at MIT said the future was what we made it and you could design the
future. He thought we needed to be careful how the future was designed to allow other
science to have something to say. It was his thought because he had a conversation with a
colleague, who was a Ph.D. soil chemist about what happened with over-fertilization in farming,
but farming was just plants. Ms. Scott asked if the peer review was how it related to. Mr. Clark
said he wanted the door open for more than one piece of science and opinion to be part of the
discussion going forward. Ms. Scott asked if that related to any use of the property or
particularly the wetland assimilation. Mr. Clark said any use, but the elephant in the room was
the wetland assimilation and that was where the science would come from. Ms. Scott wanted
to make the recommendation clear for the City Council that you were recommending additional
review for consideration of wetland assimilation on the site.

Mr. Clark moved to recommend the annexation and zoning inclusive of the
recommendation for peer review of the uses, seconded by Mr. Fairley, and was unanimously
approved.

Adoption of the minutes of August 28, 2018 were deferred until the next meeting.

Ms. Bush moved to adopt Resolution 19-01, seconded by Mr. Sones and was
unanimously approved.

Ms. Bush moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Lahasky and was
unanimously approved.

5%0%%& 5%#\

Lori wu&igéﬁmE Rebecca Bush, Chairwoman
Planning Commission
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Zoning Commission
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January 22, 2019
Page 2

Mr. Clark asked for himself, he offered a rider to the recommendation that related to a
peer review. When the discussions came of how to be put this property to use whether it be a
camp grounds for the Girl Scouts, mitigation or assimilation, he would like the City Council to
have at its disposal more science to review. He asked for a peer review to have more than one
opinion on uses downstream. Mr. Fairley clarified that the request was to have someone
checking data. Mr. Clark stated that the “elephant in the room” on this issue was that there
would be a proposal for the use of the land for a specific use. When that was proposed there
would be one block of science being offered and there were other blocks of science that was
peer review to be put up against that just for people to look at. It was incumbent on the
commission and the City Council to have an opportunity for peer review of the findings. Mr.
Blache said it was his understanding that the property was already in use as wetland
assimilation. Mr. Clark said there was growing scientific concern and he thought that the City
Council should be alerted that it would not be a bad idea.

Mr. Harrison said there were no problems legally making that recommendation and he
did not think it had anything to do with the annexation and zoning of the property, but it could
be a finding. Mr. Clark said Mr. Blache had said the future was now and as he was reading an
article from a scientist at MIT said the future was what we made it and you could design the
future. He thought we needed to be careful how the future was designed to allow other
science to have something to say. It was his thought because he had a conversation with a
colleague, who was a Ph.D. soil chemist about what happened with over-fertilization in farming,
but farming was just plants. Ms. Scott asked if the peer review was how it related to. Mr. Clark
said he wanted the door open for more than one piece of science and opinion to be part of the
discussion going forward. Ms. Scott asked if that related to any use of the property or
particularly the wetland assimilation. Mr. Clark said any use, but the elephant in the room was
the wetland assimilation and that was where the science would come from. Ms. Scott wanted
to make the recommendation clear for the City Council that you were recommending additional
review for consideration of wetland assimilation on the site.

Mr. Clark moved to recommend the annexation and zoning inclusive of the
recommendation for peer review of the uses, seconded by Mr. Fairley, and was unanimously
approved.

The next case discussed was V19-01-04 Aimeeco, LLC requests a variance to Section
9.2.5.5, Landscape Requirements in Districts other than Low Density Residential, Plot G, Lot 12,
Poitevent Tract, 3980 Florida Street (Ext), zoned B-2

Ms. Scott presented the office building was located at 3980 Florida Street constructed in
2004 containing two office spaces. Aimeeco Computer Solutions has maintained an office in
the building since construction. At this time, the applicant was requesting to provide an
additional five parking spaces in the front of the site in accordance with the parking and site
plan dated December 11, 2018. There was an existing 50’ Cleco servitude located across the
front of the lot and the entire length of Florida Street. The CLURO allowed for a reduction in
the required greenbelt when there was a utility servitude, but it still required that the greenbelt
be placed behind the utility servitude. The applicant was requesting a variance to allow the
required greenbelt be placed at the property line in the existing servitude. There was an
existing driveway accessing the building with parking in the front and rear of the building. The
building currently met the required parking. Cleco would allow planting in the servitude
provided it was of a certain species not interfering with the power lines. Additional parking
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Page 4

Mr. Bush said she felt the reason for the variance was disingenuous of the purpose that
they needed to have signage on the building side to draw foot traffic visibility. Dawn Ricks,
Sign Works, said the language was off key with foot traffic. J. Jill was trying to get additional
traffic, was a tasteful sign and the sign would be similar to the front signage.

Mr. Lahasky asked if it should be an exception. Ms. Scott said it could be. Mr. Lahasky

moved to approve the exception for the additional signage, seconded by Mr. Fairley and was
unanimously approved.

Ms. Bush moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Lahasky and was
unanimously approved.

g 77 ot A

Lori muB:%QOﬁmJ\ C _&mn:mm_ Blache, Chairman
Zoning Commission
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Zoning Commission
Work Session
January 22, 2019

The meeting was called to order by Zoning Chairman Michael Blache and the secretary
called the roll.

Present: Ren Clark, Simmie Fairley, Michael Blache, Rebecca Bush, Jeff Lahasky and Bill
Sones

Absent: Nixon Adams

Also Present: Louisette Scott, Director, Planning Department; Paul Harrison, City
Attorney; and Council Member Laura’ Sica

Mr. Blache announced that written notice of decisions regarding zoning variances will
be filed in the Board's office the following day of this meeting at which time applicable appeal
time will begin to run.

The only case discussed was Z19-02-03

Ms. Scott presented that the City Council, at their meeting held on January 10, 2019,
introduced Ordinance 19-01 to rezone the site identified as the “Pottery Hill” site from R-1,
Single family Residential and PM-1, Marina District Waterfront Lots to O, Open
Space/Recreation zoning District.

The City of Mandeville purchased what was identified as the Pottery Hill Site on July 9,
2007 under Ordinance 07-28 in part for "preserving an extremely significant, pre-historic site.
Following the purchase of the property, the City contracted with SURA, Inc., an archaeological
consulting firm to conduct Phase Il, where prehistoric artifacts found qualified a portion of the
site for the National Register of Historic Places. Prior to Phase Il, Phase | had been conducted
for a private party, the finding of which were the impetus for the City purchasing property -
fieldwork revealed that prehistoric materials, including ceramics, were evenly distributed over
the site.

The site also included a large, specimen live oak, measuring 72” diameter which was
shown on a tree survey prepared by Randall Brown & Associates in 2005. The live oak was
located in the unimproved Monroe Street Right of Way. This tree was registered with the Live
Oak Society under the name “Castain Oak”. Kathy Franke, adjacent resident, stated the name
was later changed to “Pottery Oak”.

The site also contained a significant area of jurisdictional wetlands as depicted on the
plan prepared by DEI Cooper Engineering, Inc. dated July 29, 2005 indicating that the area south
of Monroe Street was wetland (~55,263 sf), significant portion of unimproved Monroe Street
and a portion of lots 10-34 (even). Lots 6, 8, and a portion of 10 were part of Bayou Castain and
were under water.

At their January 10, 2019 meeting, the City Council adopted Ordinance 18-40 that
included the entirety of the “Pottery Hill Site” on the City’s Historic Resources Survey with a
designation as a “Landmark” site. This Historic Preservation District Commission voted
unanimously to recommend adoption of Ordinance 18-40 and included in their
recommendation the following. Consistent with the definition of landmark site, classifying this
site with Landmark status, exemplifies the prehistoric culture and provides a snapshot of the
Tchefuncte culture living beside the bayou.

The stated purpose of the O Open Space/Recreation Zoning District was as follows:
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