














Ordinance # 

Tree Preservation 

  

 Among the many features which our residents embrace and to which our 
visitors are attracted, is our environment and, in particular, our historic, majestic oaks 
and other trees indigenous to South Louisiana. Our trees not only beautify our Town 
and provide shade, but also provide cleaner air, water and soil. For these reasons, and 
others, the Town has prioritized the preservation and propagation of these gems of 
our environment. In pursuit thereof, the Town does hereby adopt the following 
Ordinance: 

A. Definitions 
1. A "protected tree" is defined as any live oak or cypress tree possessing a diameter at 

breast height (dbh) of 6" or more. DBH is the tree diameter measured at 4.5’ above 
the ground. 

2. “Landowner” is the owner of that real property upon which a protected tree is 
growing . 

B.  Permits 

1. A tree permit is required from the Town prior to pruning, cutting or removing any 
protected tree, or any portion thereof. Such pruning, cutting or removing shall be 
recommended in writing and supervised by a licensed arborist or a state forester. Said 
recommendation shall be attached to the permit application. 

2. The removal of dead trees or the selective pruning to remove one or more dead, 
diseased or broken branches, shall not require a permit. If a portion of a tree branch 
touches the roof or facia of a structure, a permit will not be required for removal of the 
portion touching the structure. 

C. Protection  
1. The landowner shall use reasonable care in maintaining protected trees. If 

a protected tree dies during construction of any improvements, or during the 18 
months following the completion of said construction, the landowner shall replace 
the protected tree within six months of death with a protected tree of the same 
species as set forth hereafter in D2. The landowner shall protect all plant materials 
required by this Ordinance to maintain a protected tree in a healthy condition. For 
each tree , a planting area or open ground space of at least 25 square feet, with a 
minimum side dimension of five feet, shall be required for trees of up to six inches 
(6”) in diameter. For each additional two inches of tree diameter of 
the protected tree, an additional 25 square feet of planting area or open ground 
space shall be required. 



2. During construction, protected trees shall be surrounded by a barrier fence 
composed of materials not harmful to the protected tree to be erected at the 
outside edge of the drip line. These materials shall be designated by the licensed 
arborist. Fencing shall be maintained throughout the entire construction process. 

3. It shall be unlawful to place soil around a protected tree causing disease or death.  If 
soil is necessary to properly drain the land, all efforts shall be made to protect the 
area within the dripline of the protected tree from the impact of the additional soil.  
Efforts to protect the protected tree shall include adopting the recommendation of a 
licensed arborist. 

D. Mitigation for permitted removal of protected trees 
1. Protected Trees that have been declared dead, diseased, infested, fatally declining 

or hazardous, through no fault of the landowner, and is determined by a licensed 
arborist should be removed, shall not require any mitigation. 

2. In order to obtain a permit to remove protected trees, the landowner shall mitigate 
the removal of such trees. For each protected tree removed, two (2) trees of the 
same species shall be planted. Replacement trees shall be at least 3” in diameter. 

3. Owner shall submit a written report of a licensed arborist confirming the necessity 
of tree removal and the mitigation with the permit application. 

E. Fines and Penalties                                                          
 Violation of this Ordinance shall cause the Landowner to incur the following penalties: 

 1. No less than $200.00, but no more than $500 if the tree is 6-10” dbh 

 2. No less than $500.00, but no more than $1000 if the tree is over 10” dbh, but under 
 30” dbh 

 3. No less than $1000.00, but no more than $2500 if a tree is more than 30” dbh                                                                                                                                          
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