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Ms. Frederick said mulching was the first priority with natural fertilization and there
would be less grassing growing around the trees. Ms. Crosby said the commission would like
Cleco to chip the trees on site for mulch to be used instead of purchasing other natural
materials.

Ms. Clark said salt tolerant plants must be considered in the 100 block being close to the
lake and blueberries were salt tolerant as well as being disease resistant. Ms. Frederick said
species would be used that would not need insecticides. It was discussed to reduce the number
of lime trees while they were beautiful, they but not always blooming. Mayor Villere suggested
apple trees which were included on the plan. Ms. Crosby said different varieties were
suggested because they could cross pollenate. Pineapple guava trees required two trees within
a certain distance for pollination. Her trees attracted turtles so there was other wildlife. Mr.
McQuiston asked about the ground plain since pineapple guava needed drainage. Ms. Clark
said the 100 block was low and curbed. Mr. McQuiston said Ms. Crosby did a good job on the
plan, but with maintenance being an issue suggested planting a block at a time. He also
suggested installing a 1’ mower strip border to prevent the mower from hitting the plants. Ms.
Frederick asked if the strip would hinder the fruit picking and it was answered that it would not
be a hindrance.

Mr. Discon said when they walked the project there was a discussion of planting live oak
trees at the intersections. Ms. Scott said the commission had heard from some of the residents
a desire to have a tree canopy and the live oak trees would anchor the corners. These trees
were not part of the proposed budget and could be planted through the Street Tree Program.
Ms. Frederick said it would be a repeating pattern.

There was a concern about mowing around the trees. The mow strip would be in
isolated areas and poured on site. It would be an initial expense, but it would become a
protected area. This would also create defined areas for mulching and easier maintenance.

Ms. Crosby said the Monroe Street planting was in a defined spot and was an example
of a good planting area. It was also an example of a mow strip, was mulched regularly and
could be used as a guide. It was discussed that there were triangle ends on Marigny Avenue
and it was suggested to use 10” concrete edges with pollenating plants that would stay low for
visibility. It would be the idea of repeating plants down the streets.

Ms. Scott said the City did not want to create more planting beds. Mayor Villere
suggested starting with the tree planting. The other suggestions were planting three groups
per street, one or two sections to start, or planting one block, get feedback, and learn from it
for any adjustments in the future planting. Beginning the planting at the highway would be a
starting point because there were fewer residences, was a more commercial corridor, was less
attractive, and it could have a huge impact. Mayor Villere asked to plant one block on each
end. Ms. Frederick and Ms. Crosby said it would look hodge podge and suggested planting
three blocks. It was decided that Monroe to Livingston Streets would be a good area since there
were only scrub trees to be removed.

The plan was discussed to be a fall/winter planting project. When Cleco cut the trees,
the mulch would be stored off site as a compost area for future planting. Mr. Discon said no
one would want to see the area bare so he also suggested planting the anchor live oak trees.

Council Member David Ellis agreed with the need to keep the maintenance costs down
and he would like to see the upfront costs with the concrete. Ms. Scott said the concrete could
be installed now keeping the planting within the proposed cost for this year. Mayor Villere said
the staff would work on a firm maintenance cost for the next two years with a reduction of
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