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The commission discussed planting blueberries, pears, blackberries, Meyer lemon,
persimmon, kumquat, satsuma, and navel oranges. It was discussed that pomegranate was
hardy and should be paired with the pineapple guava since they were both drought hardy. The
plants should be available to purchase and the plan could be adapted if there was a sourcing
problem.

The commission agreed the planting species would be: blueberries, pear, blackberries,
fig, navel oranges, fuyu persimmon, pineapple guava, Meyer lemon, kumquat, and wonderful
pomegranate. It was suggested planting vitex for the other blocks.

There was a lengthy discussion on the ground preparation for the planting since the
initial installation use of Round Up had been of a concern to the commissioners. Mr. McQuiston
and Afton said initial installation and bed preparation often had Round Up used as a burn down
of the grass and weeds. Ongoing maintenance had been a concern for the residents. It was
stated that the project would be listed under the City’s maintenance contract and the
specifications could state that no pesticide was to be used at this location since they spray
other City locations. The specifications could also include the placement of a heavy ground
cover of 3-5” of mulch and the areas must be hand weeded. It was agreed that this would
require a higher degree of labor and have a higher cost. Cutting around the perimeter of the
mulch would mitigation some of the growth. Once the tree was established, it would take care
of itself.

It was anticipated that the neighborhood, community and people at the Samaritan
Center would pick the fruit which was a concern of some of the residents. The birds would also
eat it of which some of the residents had stated they did not want the animals.

The commission agreed to plant different vitex colors on all 8 blocks for some unity and
the 100, 700 and 800 blocks would also have fruit planting. If the fruit trees worked well then
there would be future planting on other blocks. The neighbors had requested live oak trees on
the corners which had been planted.

Mr. Discon summarized that the commission had agreed on the fruit trees and bushes
as well as planting red bud and vitex with the plan being revised. There were water sources,
but no irrigation system. It was agreed that water bags must be included in the specifications
to keep the new planting watered using the contractor’s water truck or a hose at the available
water source.

The individual blocks were discussed and the 100 block would include fig, blueberry,
pears and satsumas which could be planted with no plan change. The live oak trees were
located on the corners and not in the median. The vitex would have the most impact planted
on the end caps and having the interior planted with fruit trees. The 800 block plan removed
the peaches and apples. The block would be planted with blackberries, pineapple guava, figs,
and persimmons. There was one spot on the end of Florida Street that could be planted with a
vitex outside of the 30’ site line. The 700 block could be the citrus block with pear,
pomegranate and kumquats. This was a sunny area except for the middle which contained
water oak and pine trees that were above the Cleco lines and had never been topped. The
vitex trees would be planted to fill the voids and not be regimented using pink and blue as
available.

Ms. Crosby moved to revise the list of plantings as per the to the discussion of this
meeting to be installed, and moving forward with the planting for the fall, seconded by Mr.
McQuiston. The plan would not be further presented to the public.
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Ms. Crosby requested the commission be notified when Cleco was on the City Council
agenda.

Staff Update

It was requested to have Lucious Brumfield replant the dead trees on West Causeway and
remove any stakes. Ms. Casanova said he would be on site Monday.

Mr. McQuiston announced the Center of Planning Excellence conference was being held
on November 12" and he recommended attending. Ms. Crosby also announced there was a
class in January on urban planning and scholarships were offered to help offset the registration
fee.

Ms. Crosby moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. McQuiston and was
unanimously approved.

o Qe

Scott Discon, Chairman
Parks and Parkways Commission
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