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conjunction, the staff was reviewing the development agreement. Site plan approval
was adopted by ordinance. The project would be required to be approved through
the subdivision process and would be tied to the site plan approval process.

Jerry Shaw, 550 Lafayette Street, asked about the fill requirements and that
was the next topic. Richard Muller, attorney, answered that there would be a
discussion about drainage and fill. The information would be presented by Kelly
McHugh as the surveyor and George Hudson with GEC. GEC Engineering had
performed the Old Mandeville Shoreline Protection study.

Ms. Scott presented a copy of the tentative subdivision plan assuming all of
the proposals passed with the regulations imposed. The plan included green space
meeting the Traditional Neighborhood District regulation requirement of 20%, and
the water channels. By code and design, the detached single family residential area
was on the perimeter. There was 60,000 square feet of retail on the ground floor
with apartments above. The ordinance included a variance request for the hotel for
filling and grading, and the marina was proposed in accordance with the marina
district regulations. The aerial views indicated some concrete and casements of steel
of which the concrete cannot be removed. Closer to the channel there were wood
pilings by the hundreds. The cost of removal was prohibitive so the applicant was
requesting to fill over those areas. To the south, there were areas described as holes
and hills that would be difficult to work with as is. The elevation of Sunset Point
was 14’ grading down to 9 msl. Monroe Street from the Causeway to Jackson
Avenue was shown from 10’ to 7’ msl. Toward the lakefront, the elevation was 7-8’
down to 2.4’ msl along the lakefront. At the southern area of the site with the hills
the elevation was 10-12’ msl and the holes were 5-6’ msl.

Grading Plan: The hotel area would be cut down to 6" msl with part of the
area filled. The parking would be constructed below the building. Then there was a
transition from the hotel to the apartment and commercial area. There was a
request for fill to have an elevation of 11’ msl. If this was allowed there would be a
more walkable situation between the hotel and the commercial area. The idea was
to have the project all at the same grade. Mr. Quillin confirmed that there would be
retail on the first floor. Mr. Thomas asked if the pond area was to be filled in to 11"
Mr. Muller said some of the area was wetlands and that area would not be touched.
Another area was proposed to be cut to an average height of 8’ near Monroe Street
and to 7’ near the channel so there would be a flow of surface water south over the
contours as revised under the fill plan. There was a note of a request to place 2’ of
fill over the steel caissons.

George Hudson with GEC had reviewed the proposed fill plan and calculated
what affect the fill would have on the flood stages in Old Mandeville from the
Causeway to Bayou Castine. He had calculated 25 acre feet of fill would be installed
and it would increase the storm surge elevation of less than 1/50”. If the calculation
was extended out into the lake for one mile it would be 1/100”. While there was fill
and cutting, the net effect was negligible and would not create any damage. As a
perspective, in May 2014 there was a City study for flood protection from 2.4" at
Lakeshore Drive up to 4.2’ of protection. The cost would have been $29 Million.
Looking at the surrounding properties, Mariner’s Village was at an elevation of 11’,
and Sunset Point was at an elevation of 14’. By eliminating or lessening future
flooding, the City would not face at a future time the possibility of spending
. enormous amounts of money for mitigation.

Mr. Adams asked about drainage. Kelly McHugh said the drainage plan was
not completely designed, but would handle subsurface drainage to the lake. The
project would accept Monroe Street water and take it to the lake which did not
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would not come back. Mr. Muller said that was not engineered at this point. The
lowest elevation was 5-6’, the lowest in Old Mandeville was 2.5’, and the flaps were
for 3". Mr. Rhinehart said the intersections of Kleber/Hutchinson/ Monroe Streets
were often closed because of street flooding and the residents would receive an
email from the police. Mayor Villere said in reference to Mr. Rhinehart's comment,
this area would be modified with the City Council having approved a drainage
project reviewing Barbara to Massena Streets. The project was in engineering
design and would be on the Council agenda in late October for the selection of an
engineer. The City had always anticipated and communicated to Port Marigny that
their water was to go south to the lake and nothing would drain to Monroe Street.
Mr. DeGeneres said this project had no impact on what was happening with Monroe
at this time.

Mike Dragna, 2443 Mathis Street, said he appreciated knowing the
developers had a top team of well-known members with experience. Since the
Planning Commission was the City’s team, the citizens looked to the board to
shepherd the process. Monroe Street was the first thing being seen when coming to
Mandeville. The construction of the project would bring traffic on the street, fill to
the area, and gravity important for drainage. He urged the board do whatever they
could to lessen the impact of the trucks and the soil.

Terri Shaw, 550 Lafayette Street, agreed with Mr. Dragna’s comments and
also asked the board to take account with the seasons as winter would be the enemy
if the project barged in soil and spring may have too much water. She asked to
consider that the school children would be breathing in the dust which was not
healthy. She welcomed the project to the neighborhood and asked them to be
conscientious of the community.

Susie Wilson, 203 Skipper Drive, asked if anyone was representing the
wildlife. Mr. Oubre said the charrette surveys indicated there were inferior
wetlands. When they viewed the site, it was stunning. Their plan was to create a
pristine wetland to become an asset to the City and be a green space for the City.
Ms. Wilson asked about the walking path. Mr. Oubre said they were creating and
widening the walking paths. Mr. Oubre said typically in a TND project 20 trees per
acre were planted which was quite a few trees.

Rick Delaune, 424 Chase Court, asked in storm surges what would happen to
the eastern subdivision, which was Hermitage on the Lake. His neighbor’s home had
water marks Hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Isaac. Looking at the wetlands, seawall,
and Sunset Point there was nothing protecting them from the storm surge. He was
concerned because the homes on Massena Street being at grade and getting
swamped. Mr. Muller said the homes would be built on grade which would allow
room to flow underneath the structures. Mr. Hudson said they reviewed the storm
surge impact from the fill displacing water, where it would be displaced to, and how
large an area it was displaced. They found that the real threat was the wind based
wave energy.

It was announced that the next meeting would be held on October 14t to
address traffic.

Mr. Thomas moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Blache and was

unanimously approved.

Dennis Thomas, Chairman
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