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Mr. Thomas asked about the 800 square foot buildable area in an R-1 district
on a 10,800 square foot lot or larger. He understood that size with small frontages,
but he asked why reduce the size of a house on a legal conforming lot. That would
affect real estate values. Mr. Lauer said it may or may not bring the value down.
Ms. Kidd said this could be considered at a future time. The board was in agreement
to deferring it for further discussion and other options.

Mr. Lauer said in adjusting the setbacks there were discussions about
reducing them across the board or based on height, roof drain or some other factor.
That was not included in the draft at this time. Mr. Adams said that would take
study. Ms. Scott said the language read that the setback would be 10" when the
structure was 6’ above grade if elevated. If the structure was less than &’, there
would be standard setbacks. For consistency, the proposal was to make all setbacks
10’, and that could help with drainage issues. This draft stated no fill within 5’ of the
property line. If there were non-conforming lots there could be a variance request.
The scale had changed with the house elevations. Mr. Clark said the code spoke to
the minimum but never the maximum. Mr. Adams suggested putting this on the list
for the next set of amendments. Mr. Clark asked about moving off 30% of red clay.
Mr. Lauer said the City had no way to measure the content.

Mayor Villere said he favored increasing the setbacks to 10’ on both sides.
There was much discussion on drainage enforcement. If the drainage was to the
front and the swale must be located 5’ from the property there was not much area to
create it. There was a discussion if no fill within 5 of the property line was
approved, it should be restricted to the R-1, R-1X and B-3 zoning districts. Mayor
Villere said there could make an exception for 50’ wide or less lots. Mr. Adams said
he thought engineers would be more involved with drainage. Mr. Blache suggested
having a drop drain system. Mr. Clark said if it could go into a ditch.

The last item was board direction on Electronic Message Centers. If the
Council decided to amend the board action, there were other suggestions. Within
that there could be complete ban and addressing what to do with the existing EMCs.
He asked about the requirements of compliance with brightness, animation,
frequency, etc. There were smaller signs used for gas prices and stores for various
purposes to be considered. Another option would be to limit signs to 400’ frontage
of multi-tenant centers. The CLURO had size regulations and number of signs.
Another option was based on the square footage of the floor area in the center.
There was some discussion of eliminating EMCs from the historic district, but some
of that area was zoned B-2 and fronted on Florida Street. There was a uniformity
question of centers facing each other. A second issue of smaller signs and fuel
prices, but the regulations could not be content based so it must be based on the size
of the sign. Another option could be to larger signs and only allow smaller ones.

Mr. Adams said some people want to ban EMCs completely; however, there
were instances where it would eliminate sign clutter with an allowance. The B-4
district contained large shopping centers and the most objection was that the
regulations could not enforce everything. He did not want to ban a specific type of
technology. He would want to allow fuel prices with a specific size and do not allow
any changes more than once a day. Mr. Quillin said changing once a day was against
the other signs. Mr. Adams was not against banning them on West Causeway, but
allowing them on the Four Corners area. Ms. Bush asked if there were communities
where EMCs were not allowed, and Mr. Lauer said there areas where they were
banned. Mr. Adams said he would rather have them banned than how they were
existing. Mr. Lauer said he lived in a community that banned EMCs. The gas signs
were hand changed or not allowed at all. The communities that banned EMCs were
restrictive on all signage. With the areas there was not room to put up gas prices.
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being considered and it would be a variance procedure. Mr. Adams said an
exception would be better than a variance. Mr. Burguieres said a variance required
a hardship. Mr. Adams said lot size was the hardship. Mr. Burguieres agreed with
Mayor Villere to make the setbacks as large as possible. A drainage study was still
on the horizon. The consensus was for larger setbacks with the variance process.

It was decided to move forward with an increase in the side setback to 10’ in
the R-1, R-1X and B-3 zoning districts, eliminate EMCS in all districts, provide a five
year amortization period for EMCS with an appeals process and remove any
ambiguity.

Mr. Clark asked what did the grading supplement accomplish. Mr. Lauer said
the modifications had created three areas: drainage overlay below 6’ msl cannot
build on a slab, can put a slab under non habitable structures but not higher than 6"
above natural grade. The yard may be graded or have water to flow to the drainage
system but allow no fill outside of the soffit of the building, allow 6” of fill or to the
highest point of the slab under the building. Mr. Clark said there should be no
change to the terrain outside of the footprint.

Mr. Blache moved to adopt Resolution 15-01, seconded by Mr. Thomas. Mr.
Quillin asked for a friendly amendment to eliminate the restrictions for the EMCs as
discussed at this meeting, seconded by Mr. Blache. The amendment failed 3-4 with
Ms. Bush and Messrs. Clark, Adams, and Thomas voting against.

The motion to adopt Resolution 15-01 passed 6-1 with Mr. Quillin voting
against.

Mr. Burguieres asked for the submittal to the Council review when all of the

revisions were. Mr. Lauer said the revisions should be complete by Friday. Ms. Scott
said she would distribute it upon receipt to be placed on the May 14t agenda.

Public Comment - None

Ms. Bush moved to approve the July 1st minutes, seconded by Mr. Quillin and
was unanimously approved.

Mr. Fairley moved to approve the July 227 minutes, seconded by Mr. Adams
and was unanimously approved.

Mr. Quillin moved to approve the August 12t minutes, seconded by Ms. Bush
and was unanimously approved.

Mr. Clark moved to approve the April 14th minutes, seconded by Ms. Fairley
and was unanimously approved.

Mr. Fairley moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Ms. Bush and was
unanimously approved.

- PINEY

1 Spranley./Secretary Dennis Thomas, Chairman
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Zoning Commission
Work Session
April 28,2015

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Dennis Thomas and the
secretary called the roll.

Present: Nixon Adams, Simmie Fairley, Ren Clark, Dennis Thomas, Scott
Quillin, Michael Blache, and Rebecca Bush

Absent: None
Also present: Louisette Kidd, Planning Director, and Mayor Donald Villere

Mr. Adams announced that any additional information determined to be needed by
the Commission in order to make a decision regarding a case shall be required to be
submitted to the Planning Department by the end of business on the Friday following the
meeting at which the additional information was requested or the case will automatically be
tabled at the next meeting.

The only case discussed was V15-05-06 Tommy Cousin requests a variance
to Section 7.5.1.3, R-1 Site Development Regulations, lot 10, square 7, 1715
Claiborne Street, zoned R-1

Ms. Scott presented a variance request for an encroachment into the rear
yard of 64 square feet. The property was located at 1715 Claiborne Street and was
zoned R-1. A building permit was issued under number 14-1928 in June, 2014. The
building code provided for a single access. The original plans included a set of rear
stairs and Mr. Cousin was advised of the encroachment. He did not want to redesign
the project to meet the setbacks and removed the stairs. At this time, he was
requesting the installation of the second access that would be elevated 9" above
grade. The stairs measured 4’ x 16’ into the rear yard setback.

Mr. Blache asked about the rear property. Mr. Cousins said there was an L
shaped lot to his rear. Mr. Adams asked about bringing the stairs under the house.
Mr. Cousins said the back porch was built. He was concerned about a case of fire.
Mr. Adams said there had been a chance to do this initially. Mr. Cousins said he had
been delaying the process and forgot to submit the variance request. The stairs
would make the porch too small.

Barbara Adler, 1735 Claiborne Street, was represented by Jane Escheleman
270 Lafayette Street who spoke against allowing the variance due to a design
oversight. The house seemed too large for the lot and requested the board not
allow the encroachment since the stairs could be added under the house. This was
not a hardship. Ms. Adler said it was new construction and she did not understand
why it was not included in the plan.

Mr. Blache asked again about dropping the stairs through the porch. Mr.
Cousins did not want to give up the space on the porch. They liked a back patio and
going up and down the stairs would be difficult.

Mr. Fairley moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Ms. Bush and was
unanimously approved.

qﬁ? E%f\ e

H\ol\ Spranléy, Segretary Nixon Adams, Chairman




