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Zoning Commission
Public Hearing
March 8, 2016

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Nixon Adams and the secretary called
the roll.

Present: Dennis Thomas, Ren Clark, Simmie Fairley, Nixon Adams, and Rebecca
Bush

Absent: Scott Quillin and Michael Blache
Also Present: Louisette Kidd, Planning Director; and Mayor Donald Villere

Mr. Adams announced that written notice of decisions regarding zoning variances
will be filed in the Board's office the following day of this meeting at which time applicable
appeal time will begin to run.

The first case discussed was V16-03-07 John A. Milazzo for C-Store Properties, LLC
requests a variance to Article 10, Sign Codes, lots 22-26, Pine Place Subdivision, 2720
Florida Street, zoned B-2.

Ms. Scott presented the request to relocate the existing electronic monument sign. When
the applicant submitted their renovation plans, the sign relocation was shown on the plans. But
when the renovation was complete and the application for the permit was submitted, the CLURO
had been amended and electronic message signs were no longer allowed. The amendments
adopted included the prohibition of electronic gas prices. The applicant had submitted a request
to change the reader board to digital but had removed that request. The variance request was to
move the sign closer to the front property line adjacent to the existing Florida Street driveway.
This placement was consistent with all of the other monument signs in the area. The amended
regulations included an amortization period and by moving the sign they would not be in
compliance. Mr. Clark asked in moving the sign, would that not reset the time clock. Ms.
Scott said that would be determined by the board.

Alan Antoine, representing the owner, said they had understood they would have been
able to relocate the sign until they applied in December and were denied. Mr. Adams said it was
the timing of the case and it appeared that the new location would line up with all of the other
signs on the street. Mr. Antoine said at its present location, it was obstructed by the trees. Ms.
Scott said a landscape plan had been submitted and it would be planted.

There was a discussion about the location of the fire hydrant and concerns with the
relocation that it would cause a utility problem. The utilities would be marked prior to any
construction. Mr. Antoine said when the street right-of-way was realigned, it made the visibility
worse. Mr. Clark asked if this could have been an exception. Ms. Scott said the aspect of the
realignment created a physical hardship of the Jand.

Mr. Clark moved to grant the variance to allow the movement of the sign with the
provision that it did not move the amortization forward and the sign would stay within the limits
of utilities, seconded by Mr. Fairley. Mr. Adams said additional landscaping was discussed at
the work session. Messrs. Clark and Fairley accepted the addition to the motion that the
submitted landscape plan be installed. The motion was unanimously approved.

The next case discussed was V16-03-08 Waverly Calamia requests a variance to
section 8.1.3, Supplemental Fence and Wall Regulations, lots 11 and 12, square 51, 1811
Montgomery Street, zoned R-1

Ms. Scott presented a request to install an 8 fence in the side yard for a distance of 45’
toward the front. The adjacent neighbor’s property had cars and equipment parked closest to Mr.
Calamia’s property line. The applicant felt the fence height would allow privacy and screening of
his patio from the neighbor.
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Zoning Commission
Public Hearing
March 8, 2016

Page 3

grants. Ms. Scott said it was identified in the Short Term Work Program and the board would
continue on a scope of work for a recommendation to the Council for funding.

Mr. Fairley moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Ms. Bush and was unanimously
approved.

mb@n%%ooﬁoﬁﬁ\ Q Nixon Adams, Chairman
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Zoning Commission
Work Session
March 8, 2016

Page 2

Mr. Thomas asked about the 100’ corner lots. Greg Peace, applicant, stated that they
would be constructed with larger homes and side load garages. He felt confident that he could
push the houses back far enough to be out of the live oak tree drip lines. Mr. Fairley asked what
was the difference of five lots instead of six to meet the 90° frontage. Mr. Peace said he wanted
to take advantage of a smaller home on the interior lots. Ms. Scott clarified to Mr. Peace that
the new regulations required 10’ side yard setbacks. Mr. Peace said he would be in agreement
with that. There was a discussion that the houses would have porches and would not be the same
cookie cutter houses along the block. .

Mr. Mitchell said front porches helped with the security and livability of the
neighborhood. He was concerned about lots 1 and 2 with the live oak trees since this property
had lost 60% of its trees from Hurricane Katrina. The oak trees were in good shape and the
dripline should be met. There was a discussion about different types of garages that could be
constructed on the interior lots so the garage was not the prominent feature. With concerns about
the live oak trees, the board could consider conditions on the variance. Ms. Scott suggested if
the board placed conditions that they could require the construction to follow the B-3 or Historic
District guidelines.

Mr. Fairley moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Ms. Bush and was unanimously
approved.

Qv.g@ " s, L
oﬁ%ﬁmﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ% Q

Nixon Adams, Chairman
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