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Mr. Blache asked when were the next public hearings being held and it was
answered March 25th and April 15th. Mr. Blache said the ordinance would be
adopted by May or June. Mr. Thomas wanted a moratorium with stipulations. He
presented as an example the property on Claiborne Street that was approved by the
engineer. Mr. Thomas said the lot was filled in 2005 and Ms. Kidd said she did not
know about the previous fill. Ms. Pennison said if the requirement was at grade
there was a need to be compliant with the building codes which required some
foundation to push water away. Mr. Lynn Mitchell said there should be a crown.
There were existing dwellings within 5" of the property line and have some
watershed from the neighboring roofs. Some existing properties were draining into
vacant land. Ponding under a house was irresponsible which could rot the floor
joists. Landscaping around it obstructed air movement. Basic pier construction
needed water to come out from under it. Air conditioning units were now so
efficient they could cause condensation under the floors and they could start
buckling. Historically these were not problems. No fill was not the solution.
Drainage plans must be submitted for building permits. The best solution was to
look at the plans, and have them reviewed by the City Engineer for impact to both
the proposed construction and to the adjacent property. The idea of no fill was
irresponsible.

Paul Harrison said 15 years ago he was retained by the City of Covington for
their fill ordinance and it was successful. Mr. Mitchell felt that no net fill was like too
much fill. There was a discussion that no fill could create homes on poor
foundations. St. Tammany’s fill ordinance was successful. Mr. Adams said the
Parish’s ordinance did not always work with hills of fill. Mr. Harrison said it could
be circumvented through drainage plans and no one was checking the plans. Mr.
Harrison said the drainage plans should be heavily reviewed. Another alternative
would be ponds. Mr. Clark said that was the expression of no net fill. There was 800
barrels of water being redistributed by every party pad and no control. The purpose
of a moratorium was to force the City to get serious and place it into the Council’'s
hands. Mr. Harrison had no problem with the moratorium. Mr. Adams said no net
fill worked if done right. Mr. Harrison said the legal issue was a nightmare. The
civil code said no watershed but damages were difficult because it was in the eye of
the beholder. Mr. Clark asked about the cost for a suit, and Mr. Harrison said as a
practical matter that was hard to answer because you cannot control both sides. Mr.
Clark said the cost of the incorrect assessment of the terrain could result on plain
folks with damages that were unaffordable. Mr. Harrison said there was small
claims court.

Ms. Pennison said if there was no enforcement of the ordinances then that
was an issue unique to the parish but it would not affect the City if they carefully
reviewed the plans and tweaked the zero net fill.

Edward Greene, 434 Girod Street, was concerned about rehabbing old
historic homes. Many lots were not kept up. He asked if the historic homes could
bring in sand to absorb the water or would they be stuck to keeping water under the
house. Ms. Pennison said there would be subsidence and no fill would not allow that
correction and could be causing other issues. Mr. Adams said in New Golden Shores
there was water locked in rear yards, but with drop drains the drainage worked. He
suggested considering that as part of the code.

Mayor Villere said Mr. Adams brought up a good point. The problem in
construction was an 8 yard load of red clay being delivered. Engineering wise we
were not looking at how much fill was needed to stabilize the soil. Drainage plans
were not necessarily monitored on a continuous basis through the project and the
City should change that. Initially there was an engineer review, but it should be
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Planning Commission
Work Session
February 24, 2015

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Dennis Thomas and the
secretary called the roll.

Present: Nixon Adams, Simmie Fairley, Ren Clark, Dennis Thomas, Scott
Quillin and Michael Blache

Absent: Rebecca Bush

‘Also present: Louisette Kidd, Planning Director; Council Member Ernest
Burguieres; and Laurie Pennison, Asst. City Attorney

Mr. Thomas announced that any additional information determined to be
needed by the Commission in order to make a decision regarding a case shall be
required to be submitted to the Planning Department by the end of business on the
Friday following the meeting at which the additional information was requested or
the case will automatically be tabled at the next meeting.

The only case discussed was P15-03-02 Recommendation to the Mayor and
City Council regarding on street parking spaces on 500 and 600 block of Girod Street

Ms. Kidd said property owner input was requested from Monroe Street to the
Trace on the proposed on-street parking spaces. Parking on the south side of Girod
Street north of Monroe Street contained on street parking as part of an
enhancement grant. The north side of Girod Street contained parking at the
Trailhead and the City would keep the landscaping on Girod Street. However,
additional businesses had occupied buildings. There was a petition from some of the
property owners, but the City wanted to allow everyone to have input.

Mayor Villere stated that the City Council had set money aside for six parking
spaces for the area and if the recommendation was in favor of installing the parking
spaces, the request was for location suggestions.

Mr. Adams asked if there was a loss of landscaping how much and could it be
moved to private property. Ms. Kidd said the design would be similar to the south
side of the street. The existing sidewalks would remain and there would be some
separation between the sidewalk and the parking. The parking was proposed from
Monroe to Livingston Streets.

Mr. Blache said it had been agreed on the state owned property to construct
parking as a mirror image of Monroe Street to the lake from Monroe Street to the
Trailhead but that was not installed. Ms. Kidd said did not remember the specifics,
but it was not built that way. Mr. Blache said they were that there was not enough
businesses.

Mr. Adams said along Livingston Street there were many open ditches for 8-
10 parking spaces. He sked to look at that area if there was a parking problem.

Donna Plaia, 611 Girod Street, loved 0ld Mandeville and she had built her
building to conform with the ambience of the historic area. Businesses invest their
time and money. Businesses expected some support from the government.
Business were asking for nothing more than what was construction in the 100-400
blocks and provide greater access to the businesses.

There was a letter Marilyn Stamm, 623 Girod Street, and were in support of
the parking. Mr. Clark asked if absence of parking affected the business. Ms. Plaia
said her business had been on Girod Street for seven years and she did notice the
affect on the 500 and 600 blocks with more businesses moving in. She wanted to
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Mr. Quillin said the drawings were in the 600 block, and he asked to look at
the 500 block.

Mr. Blache said he has spoken with Ms. Kidd about city email addresses since
he was beginning to receive emails from citizens. Mr. Adams said the board could

not be contacted.

Mr. Blache moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Fairley and was
unanimously approved.

Lgri mwumwgoﬂﬂg Q Dennis Thomas, Chairman




