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the water with nowhere else to go. Council Member Burguieres said there were
existing elevated structures that had no benefit of pilings. A chain wall did not need
to be above grade to maintain flow. It may cost money, but it could be done.

Mr. Lauer said the construction must comply with the building code and
engineering requirements to encroach onto critical areas. Mr. Adams said
Mandeville should be a Complete Streets Community and asked how to weave it in.
Mr. Lauer suggested how to address the street drainage system instead of closed
culverts and using swales. The options were going to be necessary to place
sidewalks where wanted. Ms. Brown said there was a need to strengthen the
character, provide for more biking and walking and continue that way.

Mr. Blache asked about the criteria used and if the result identified specific
areas. Mr. Lauer said there was no map yet, the findings of 5’ was a good place to
start, the critical areas extended up drainage ways to protect free flowing drainage
ways, go up the floodplain, and including inundation. An environment that that will
help that drainage way functions was a long term goal. There would be mapping
over the next month and would be reviewed at the next work session. Mr. Clark
asked about 5’ above what. Ms. Brown said the contour. Mr. Clark said there was
new vertical datum and in Mandeville the height of the lake was up %”. Ms. Brown
said it was defining what was important; it was above sea level and above a certain
datum. Primarily Lidar and quad maps were used. We must use what you have or
map it. Mr. Clark said Mr. Lauer’s question was how to define the critical and
sensitive, based solely on elevations and slews, existing vegetation, and where they
were they being used.

Ms. Brown said the upper drainage way functions were performing; there
was flood control, habitat, and ecological services. It was critical going up the
waterways. It was asked how to define what was critical. Mr. Adams said it was
primarily in Old Mandeville for the regulations, but there were wetlands on the west
side. Mr. Lauer said it would be citywide. Mr. Lauer said fill foundations were
focused on 0ld Mandeville. Mr. Blache asked if they all tied together and was not
isolated to Old Mandeville. Mr. Adams said Old Mandeville had small infill lots. Mr.
Blache said there was building retention and pond presentation. Mr. Lauer said the
committee said from a perspective of the City Engineer it was implemented and
there was a finished drainage plan. It was time to go back and look at it again for the
next step. This was beyond the scope of eh committee and the CLURO amendments.
Mr. Clark asked if a moratorium was indicated.

Assumptions seawall crested fill irrelevant, seek common level.

There were problems with fill too close to the property line. Erosion and
subsidence made it ineffective. Ms. Brown said the seawall crested water in the
town, and if it was rain there was more water. The peak times reduced the capacity
of areas to hold water, so there would be reduced capacity of green space to
intercept water, and there would be an impact. It was a cumulative issue.

The committee felt the water had a high impact in Old Mandeville of fill being
limited. Mr. Brupbacher said the up region of the watershed came down and spread
out. The fill would not matter but it was a dynamic condition with the lake, and the
hydrology of the watershed. Mr. Lauer said surge events were less than breaching
the seawall. Ms. Brown said it was all connected, and there was caution thinking in
an isolated way with a dynamic system. The best practices were slower flow so it
could infiltrate when it could. Mr. Lauer said displacement was building on Ms.
Brown's comments, displacement with V zones, combined events, surge and rainfall.
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was vehicles up from the grade from storm events and not breaching the seawall,
but several feet of inundation to be out of harm'’s way.

Mayor Villere said everyone agreed not needing 2’ slab above grade and it
will displace water and cause more problems. A regular rainfall event amount of
infiltration was not significant when looking at the whole area of the water moving.
[t was a matter of finding a happy medium. There could be set parameters for
absorption and moving water away. Ms. Kidd said the challenge was with 2’ being a
3:1 slope outside of the slab. The setback of 5 or 10" was taken up for swales and
vegetation.

The commission took the observations from the committee for preliminary
findings and discussed the approach for feedback. An area could be designated for
limited the pilings and keeping subsurface at grade. Limiting fill in those areas for
positive drainage should be away from the house and get the water to the
conveyance system. Mr. Thomas said to limit the fill for positive drainage. If there
was a lot in the swamp, it was asked how much fill would be needed, and where
does that calculation or regulation come in. Mr. Lauer said the swamp was a critical
area. Rather than getting drainage at the surface, it was suggested to look at other
options like French drains. Mr. Adams said fill should be a last resort. Mr. Blache
asked if a viable option was drop drains. Ms. Brown said it would be less
sustainable, but a French Drain was better. It could be a pervious pipe. Mr.
Brupbacher said it all converted into what was the cost.

Mr. Brupbacher said the City could have someone draw up an acceptable way
to do this. Gravity front to back had a specific slope. The City should provide
options for new builders or homeowners. Mayor Villere said during construction
swales silt over and cause problems. It was suggested to look at the regulations for
construction time and maintaining a positive drainage. Mr. Quillin said silt fences
and hay bales should be installed. Ms. Brown said it required and must be
submitted. Ms. Brown said the CLURO only required this for subdivision
development. Ms. Brown said it was a requirement on development over 1 acre.
Ms. Brown said a year ago DEQ did a sweep and fines were issued.

Leonard Rohrbough, 2525 Lakeshore Drive, said he was elevating his house.
With 2.5” of rain it turned his yard into a quagmire and the next two yards were the
highest natural grounds on the lakefront. With equipment driving over the ground,
three trucks got stuck. He was against mounding regardless of the size of the lot. He
had a problem where he flooded with his neighbor having a higher lot. The corner
of his house had sunk %" over the years. He must install a continuous chain wall 24"
deep, a drain basin and trench drain for a distance of 116’ to a catch basin on the
southwest corner. A French drain should be required, especially for smaller lots.
Mr. Adams he asked to get a sense if anyone wanted to speak in favor of fill and no
one was in favor. Mr. Clark said the difference of what was laid and what was being
brought in. The fill affected the percolation and was not good for Old Mandeville
south of Monroe Street.

Mr. Lauer asked whether to allow slabs at some point upstream and includes
all of Old Mandeville in the prohibition of slab at grade foundations or would north
of Monroe Street be appropriate. Mr. Clark said Harrison Country’s critical areas
included AE, V and VE zones. 0ld Mandeville was mostly in the AE and V zones
below Monroe Street. Ms. Brown’s question was should it be allowed inan X or
Shaded X zone. Mr. Clark said elevation of 2’ allowed 45,000 gallons of water to be
displaced. Mr. Adams still the City needed water away from the foundation. Mr.
Brupbacher said the lowest AE zone was 9, and by City code must be 2’ above the
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Future plans

Mr. Lauer said the he would have drafts for the staff by February for review.
The critical area map and drainage recommendation would be forward to the Tech
Committee for comment. There would be another work session in mid-March which
would include discussions on signage and the Town Center. The public hearing
would be scheduled for April.

Mr. Adams said the moratorium would be on the agenda for the next meeting.
He asked for a Complete Streets review for the community.

Mr. Brupbacher suggested a Landscape Architect’s view for language being
crafted in guidance with the drawings.

Mr. Clark asked Mr. Lauer to clarify on number 2 in the memo of both and or.

Mr. Quillin moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Clark and was

unanimously approved.
b,
315 U2
R

Dennis Thomas, Chairman
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