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The consensus was requiring a permit, but not collecting a deposit. A list of rules ne¢ded
to be given to all candidates.

Real estate signs applied to a given site, Where it was located would determine
some rules. There were separate construction and project signs. Project signs
identified Phases in certain instances. They were temporary signs that often
become permanent. There was no public purpose. Mr. Endres said some
developments posted a project sign, a construction with all the subs listed and alreal
estate sign. Mr. Blache said on some electronic signs, the owner was advertising
products being sold. He was concerned about the business selling coke and could
not have an umbrella that advertised coke. Mr. Lauer suggested identifying
incidental signs. The City had amplifying signs like Coca Cola and the limitations
were fuzzy. Ms. Kidd said signs below five square feet were allowed without a
permit. Many businesses had directional signs with logos located on several plages
on the sites. Amplifying signs required the size to be taken out of the total size, but
the small signs were not permitted. Mr. Blache said the seminar the board attended
suggested limiting signs to sales of the product. There were so many ways to be
sued and the board wanted to prevent that. Mr. Lauer said at some time there cduld
be a lawsuit and the City’s attorney would determine how strong the City’s position
was. Ms. Kidd said there was a case with a wall going through the building and
coming out through the roof. Mr. Adams thought it appeared to be a parapet sig
Ms. Kidd said parapet signs were allowed. The Design Review Committee liked the
appearance. Mr. Quillin asked on a square footage sign, would it be allowed? Ms.
Kidd said the logo and verbiage for Wendy’s would be used to determine the sizé.
She was trying to define it and how to calculate the sign size. Mr. Lauer asked hdw
tall could the parapet be. Mr. Adams said if it was allowed by the square footage, he
thought it would be legal. Mr. Lauer suggested reviewing parapet signs in this
review. Mr. Adams said the original intent was to keep people off flat roofs.

=

Temporary window signs - should they require a permit. This type of sign was for a
limited period of time. Mr. Adams said one of the dry cleaners had painted the
windows. Mr. Quillin said whether painted signs or other medium they got old and
dingy. Mr. Clark asked about paper signage identifying weekly sales. Mr. Endres
said it was identified as sales. There were problems with the signage that never
changed. There should be more classification. Mr. Adams said there must be a

reason and if they were a safety hazard or aesthetically unpleasing in appearance or
if you cannot read them from the street how do you regulate them. Mr. Blache said

the seminar identified aesthetics. Mr. Quillin said a car part store had red colors|and
should be included in the total square footage as opposed to chicken wings on sale
this week. Mr. Endres said it was allowable if rotated out. The City must includg
these signs in the total square footage and it was becoming an increasing problem.
Mr. Adams said there was a problem with identification on cars and vans and where
on the site they were parking. Mr. Lauer asked if the window signs should be
counted as the area or keep the existing language allowing signs up to 50% of the
windows. Mr. Blache would prefer to limit the size. Mr. Endres said the problem
was the neon and identification that never changed and was not a sale item. The
mechanism was not well defined for enforcement. He thought exit signs with logos

should also be included in the total square footage. Permanent window signs shpuld
be part of the total sign package. Temporary window signs was a battle everywhere.
Mr. Blache suggested limiting window signs to a percentage. Mr. Lauer said limifing
the area would work and it did not want to specify content. Ms. Kidd said changing

the signage weekly was still a permanent window sign. Mr. Clark said there was/not
a difference in grocery sales and the Ace Hardware sign identifying their product.
Mr. Quillin said there was a square footage on a digital message sign. Mr. Adams [said
if Rouse’s had attached signs that were amplifying uses, what the difference. Mr
Quillin said enforcement would just make businesses unhappy. Ms. Kidd asked
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services on the sign. Mr. Lauer said this was about enforcement with a good or
service not provided at that location. Public Service notices were exempt.

Billboards were signs that advertised a good or service not provided at the location.
The definition picked up all small signs. Mr. Endres said the Mandeville Ace would

not be able to advertise the Madisonville Ace unless he met all criteria for a

billboard. To be content neutral, non-commercial language must be allowed. MF.

Lauer said the present definitions listed many things that were not content neutral.

Define
* Incidental sign — not readable from right-of-way
» Election sign - distinct from political sign
+ Construction project sign (what’s the public purpose of distinguishing a
construction sign from a project sign?)
* Pavement sign

A pavement sign was written on the pavement telling you where to go. If it was not
visible off site, there would not be any harm.

Evaluating Signs Not Requiring Permits
* Fuel pump signs

*  Oil rack signs
* Tire rack signs

* Pricing signs — what’s the public purpose of only allowing this for gasoline sdles

but not rutabagas or flu shots?

* Menu boards most are electronic, have speakers and are relatively large (up to 48

sq.ft.)

Most fuel pump signs were incidental because they were too small to see. No or

e

had seen any tire rack signs in Mandeville. Mr. Blache said there was a gas stati¢n in
Madisonville covered in signs that were nostalgic. Mr. Quillin said it because it was

Artversus advertising. Menu boards with speakers or electronics should require a

permit.
Non Advertising/Non Commercial Signs That Requirement No Permits

* 24 sq.ft. wall sign and 24 sq.ft. freestanding sign for institutional uses
*  Amplifying signs

This made sense in residential areas. Mr. Laner recommended changing language to

“for any uses allowed in that district”. The board was in agreement. Mr. Endres asked
about Institutional signage, specifically Our Lady of the Lake being located in the B-3

read

District. It was a large campus with signage viewable from the street. Mr. Lauer said if

treated differently, a public purpose must be established. Ms. Kidd said if there werd
multiple buildings on the campus, use the frontage.

HQSUE.»Q Real Estate Signs
Residential District Options
* Part of total sign area?
*  Permitting?
*  Duration?
* Non-Residential District Options
¢ Part of total sign area
+ Part of allowable signs or temporary free-standing
+  Permitting
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Multi-Occupant Centers
« Existing intent is to advertise center on freestanding sign and allow more area
wall signs
« Existing practice is to allow owner flexibility in determining the content of th
signs
* Result is less visibility
for all

for

w

» Limit free-standing signs to original intent — project name, address and statemjent

of purpose
« Limit free-standing signs to above, but allow anchor tenant listing

+  Allow free-standing sign to be used however the owner chooses
+ Establish minimum standards for legibility

Mr. Lauer recommended exempting signage in residential districts. Non-

commercial speech could be limited to one sign per premise. He asked if it should

be counted toward total sign area per residential area. If all types of signs were

added up there was a large amount of square feet. Mr. Adams said during the last

election there were some houses that posted 4’ x 8’ signs which were an imposit
to the neighbors. Mr. Blache suggested no sign shall exceed “xx” square feetin a
residential district. Ms. Kidd said if there were numerous candidates, how do yg
restrict posting to only one sign. Mr. Clark said if there was a definition of visual

clutter it would be helpful. Mr. Lauer suggested election signs were different and

should be treated independently. Mr. Endres suggested the height be restricted

ion

u

in

residential areas. Mr. Quillin would prefer smaller signs in true residential areas. It
was clarified that this was referring to election signs. Mr. Lauer asked if there was a

problem with allowing off premise garage sale signs, but not other off premise s
Codes were about stating principles but not always enforced.

There was support for including real estate signs in a total square footage allowed

for a residential district. Home occupation should be identified as part of the
residence. This was usually a small sign by the front door. The real estate sign
public purpose was to facilitate the movement or sale of private property for an
exemption.

Non-residential real estate signs:

Mr. Adams stated the For Lease sign should be placed in the empty space on the
monument sign and not an extra sign. Mr. Quillin was in favor of some signage
differentiating space availability, but should be part of the sign package. It shou
not remain for years and become blight. Mr. Adams felt it was an off premise
billboard for the real estate company and did not want to allow a larger sign tha
what was allowed for the tenants. Mr. Endres suggested restricting the sign to a
small sign. Mr. Adams said with this approval there were many 4’ x 8’ signs that
would be eliminated. Council Member Ellis was concerned about the owner’s ri
being taken away by prohibiting the real estate sign. Mr. Adams said it would be
wall sign if there was not a monument sign. Mr. Endres said most monument sig
slots were 1’ x 2’ so it was very small to be read. Mr, Adams said the seminar
suggested using the digital message sign advertising the space. Mr. Quillin agreg
that it was an off premise sign advertisement for real estate companies. :

Monument sign sizes were discussed that large signs were appropriate for large
developments, but shifting some of the monument signage to wall signage for

smaller business was appropriate. Ms. Kidd said in the last amendments, the bo
of the monument sign was removed. She suggested reviewing the total allowan
for signage and how to allow it to be divided between the monument and attach
signs. Mr. Endres said frontage needed to be defined. Mr. Adams said the occup
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Approach was already approved for large monument signs with centers and
businesses. Mr. Blache said the problem would become that the tenant with a sign
was told it would be removed, and then the tenant would move. Mr. Blache said|on
Highway 22 there were entrances to residential areas.

Town Center Uses
» Intent is to create an active mixed-use center
» Current regulations don’t address orientation of uses
» Residential and office uses dampen street vitality
+  Market may not be adequate to support commercial frontages
«  B-3 district approach is to allow flexible use of spaces to respond to market

Town Center Use Options
+  No change
» Limit frontage to retail/service businesses
« Limit percentage of frontage that may be used for other uses
+ Require non-residential spaces, but allow flexible use of those spaces

Town Center Density
+  Currently require 3,000 sq.ft of lot area per dwelling unit (du)
«  Townhomes tend to start at 14 du/a gross density or 16.8 dwa net which is 2,600
sq.ft. per du.
»  Consider dropping minimum square footage to 2,000 sq.ft per of lot area per du

Residential only property discouraged pedestrian traffic. If the City wanted a vital mjxed

use district, stay away from residential uses on the ground floor level fronting on the

square. The intent was to create a mixed use district. The current regulations did not
address the orientation of the building, and should be addressed. The dilemma was that
the market was not there to support commercial space. The B-3 district did establish
template to move forward because there was flexibility in the use of the buildings. The
options were a use neutral which was a mistake. The City could limit uses to retail and
service industries, but that might be a sustainability problem. The two other approaches
would be to allow a certain percentage of frontages to be occupied by other uses. M
Quillin asked how to preclude certain uses. The other approach, which had a history fto
some extent, was not to allow non-residential on the first floor but it could be
professional services. Mr. Blache said there was a risk of townhome living. Ms. Kidd
said this would be handled through design. Mr. Adams said the previous study had a
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economic study that was valuable. Ms. Kidd said on the Acadian Millwork site there was

a proposal for townhomes which was currently allowed. Mr. Clark asked how to
encourage a particular mix. Mr. Lauer said the intent was not to make it less Rmaoaw&.
Ms. Kidd said there were incentives to allow more adjacent parking and the owner cquld
buy the parking costs. There was also reduced setbacks. The incentives worked and fit
was shown by having the commercial buildings. Mr. Adams suggested relaxing the
parking even more since there was usually parking available. Mr. Clark said there was
competition for parking in the active hours. Ms. Kidd said there would be a requirement
for residential parking spaces.

Mr. Lauer said a current standard was 3,000 square feet per dwelling unit lot size. The
Town Center density was low for a mixed use center. Mr. Clark said there was a larg
discussion with Mr. Waller over this issue. Ms. Kidd said it was about density. Mr.
Blache asked what was the density in Covington. Ms. Kidd had spoken with other

[}

communities that required 1,200 to 1,800 square feet. St. Tammany Parish’s requirement

was half of what the City required. Mr. Adams said pictures would be required for the

public hearings. Ms. Rohrbough had just left the meeting and told Ms. Kidd that she[was

agreeable to 1,500 square feet, and the flex spaces on the ground floor comimercial.
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