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Ms. Kidd said the property was not a wetland area. The topography wasa 9’
elevation and property below 5 was required to present a wetland determination.
There may not be positive flow on the lots, but a drainage plan would be required to be
submitted and reviewed. The street drainage was designed for capacity.

Cathy Deano, purchaser and lifelong resident of Mandeville, stated she owned
two businesses and would not hurt the community. They will build nice houses and
were downsizing. She felt the construction was a boost to the neighborhood. Mr.
Blache asked what type of home would be constructed. Ms. Deano said they liked the
West Indies style and would be a few feet above grade. Mr. Clark asked that there
would be no fill to change the terrain. Ms. Deano said she was not the architect. Ms.
Kidd said it was in the historic district. Becky Deano, purchaser, said they would be built
4-7" above grade on piers. Jay Conner, purchaser, said his home had flooded eight times
and they had sold the property. Mr. Blache asked if it would be concrete drive. Both
purchasers stated it would be a limestone driveway. Mr. Clark asked if they would take
into account every possible concern about drainage and water flow, and both
purchasers were in agreement.

Mr. Adams said the issues addressed in the eight letters were those heard
frequently.

Peter Toomey, 2420 Mathis Street, said when he purchased his property, it was
based on wetlands. The Corps inspected this lot and he was told it was wetlands and he
pointed them to his lot. Mr. Adams said wetlands were determined by the Corps of
Engineers and if the land was above 5, it was not usually a wetland. Mr. Clark said as
someone who looked at wetlands, he would be surprised if it was a jurisdictional
wetland. Mr. Toomey asked for mitigation of a setback on the corner. Ms. Kidd said
the 15’ setback on the street side would be met.

Terry and Susie Shaw, 550 Lafayette Street, said they welcomed all new
neighbors as they were welcomed 23 years ago. Some time ago, Mandeville gave away
trees to restore the canopy in Old Mandeville and bring back the charm that existed pre-
Katrina. One house was acceptable, but they were opposed to two homes. The
property was a nice corner and full of wildlife. If the variance was granted, it would be
replaced. Ms. Shaw said they had a dog and there was an issue of water staying in the
ditches after a rain. With new construction, the water might not drain at all. Drainage
was a big issue and they were concerned about their property value being reduced.
They moved to Mandeville for the green area. Ms. Shaw understood about there being
smaller lots and homes, but they were already in existence. She would like the
purchasers to comply with the present laws. Ms. Kidd said the regulations were a
minimum of 90’ x 120’ and the proposal was 87.5' by 156.25". Ms. Shaw said she did not
want to see the construction of houses too close together and the green space was
going away.

Sonny Gonzales, 547 Adair Street, asked why the lots would face Livingston
Street and not Adair Street. Ms. Kidd said the regulation stated that the smaller
dimension was the front of the lot and the smaller dimension now was Adair Street.
But if subdivided, the smaller dimension was on Livingston Street. Mr. Gonzales said
from what he heard, the purchaser put a lot of work into the property and it would be
done right. He said the owner of the property should have done diligence and realized
he had a property that would sell as one unit if the variance not approved. Mr. Adams
said the board was prohibited from granting a variance specifically for the financial
benefit of an applicant. If granted, it was based on being the right thing to do for the
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Mr. Blache reiterated that the board must look at each case on an individual
basis. He had heard about the quality of life from some of the residents, but not any
true specifics. He did not see any harm in moving forward. If there would be harm,
then he would agree with the residents.

Mr. Clark said it was a small variance request. If it was 10-15’ that would be
major. He thought it should have been handled administratively. Secondly, you were
dealing with Old Mandevillians who had an acute sense of Old Mandeville and if you
have neighbors, you would want the applicants and the neighborhood could do worse.
The nice part of the request was it was a minor deviation with lots above 10,800 square
feet. The two couples want to build a family commune to grow old in. In knowing the
applicants, the job would not be slash and burn development. Ms. Shaw said some Old
Mandevillians build and sell them every four years and move around for profit. They
don’t know that. Mr. Clark said the applicants at the last meeting stated the reason and
intent was to build for a distant future. He took most people at their word.

Mr. Adams said the development and any hardship was the same as many other
requests in Old Mandeville trying to overlay a reasonable plan to the regulations. Blocks
were not laid out for this size. There were thin, long lots. The hardship was the original
subdivision of the town. He did not find this request inconsistent with past approvals.

Mr. Thomas said as a semi-Old Mandevillians who had consistently seen large
lots subdivided sometimes for profit, sometimes for sale, sometimes for the
construction of large houses. He had consistently been opposed. He loved Old
Mandeville the way it was. The requests were consistently shrinking down the lots. He
suggested there were four lots on Monroe/Wilkinson Streets. CLURO Section 4.3.4.5
stated specifically not to serve as a convenience to the applicant but to alleviate some
hardship so great to warrant a deviation from this provision. He felt the request did not
meet the provision and was opposed.

Ms. Bush said it was reasonable. Under Section 7.5.1.1, the purpose of R-1 was
for low density housing and a peaceful environment.

Mr. Blache moved to grant the variance, seconded by Ms. Bush and passed 4-1
with Mr. Thomas voting against.

Ms. Bush moved to defer minutes to the next meeting, seconded by Mr. Blache
and was approved.

Mr. Blache moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Ms. Bush and was
unanimously approved.




