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historical perspective and figure out how to incorporate it into a modern old town.
Every inch of water was critical and the area was enduring more and more
problems. His constituents were saying it was never this bad. He felt that 30 years
of modern building practices were the cause of the problems.

Mr. Adams said there were issues that he did not understand and wanted
experts to answer the questions. Mr. Lauer had a list of potential candidates as well
as their areas of expertise. Mr. Lauer was still in favor of advertising for committee
members. Mr. Burguieres said there were hydrologists at universities, governments
or large companies. Mr. Adams said there were retirees and some may work at
Stennis. Mr. Burguieres suggested getting an architect from Tulane to speak and the
board was in agreement. Mr. Adams thought Mandeville was not the only
community near sea level threatened by great waters.

Topics to be discussed included critical area objectives, expansion of the
definition, applicability and was it appropriate, were existing lots vulnerable now
and in the future, limits of use, and variances.

Mr. Lauer said there should be a definition of critical and sensitive beyond
what the committee came up with, and to locate the area. It would be based on
partial inundation from the lake, and the area below 5'. If the board had additions to
the definition to let the staff know. Ms. Kidd suggested looking at areas not to be
developed, different types of construction, bayous, ravines, and Special Flood
Hazard areas. There were also areas on the west side of town and how to address
those areas. The Drainage Overlay District tried to identify areas and offer guidance.

Mr. Burguieres asked if St. Tammany Parish had expertise on their staff and
asked to invite them to participate. Ms. Kidd said there could be some resources, but
the City did not want the same regulations. No net fill did not mean you could not
use red clay, but could offset it somewhere else. Mr. Adams said in the Parish there
were areas with huge amounts of fill, but that did not apply to riverine areas. Ms.
Kidd said there were many exceptions. The City’'s regulations were more restrictive.

Mr. Lauer asked how specific should the overlay be. Ms. Kidd said it should
be expanded with teeth in it. Ms. Kidd said areas of flooding on any waterway could
be expanded. He said there should be a specific plan of being balanced. The
drainage study was not in hand. He would continue the approach of 5, and give
other objectives of what areas the City wanted to protect. Buffer areas would
protect key drainage areas and that could be a starting point. Mr. Lauer said there
should be a do no harm approach. There was a question was how to deal with
variances to avoid takings. The board did not want a variance process of blank
exceptions for convenience purposes.

Other topics were the approach to critical areas, committee
recommendations to expand the current focus on surge inundation to include public
health /safety, environmental, aesthetic issues, floodways, streams, wetlands,
inundation areas, and buffer, future refinement through the Greenprint process, fill
objectives, minimize flood damage, protect existing drainage systems, and minimum
public improvement needs.

Mr. Adams said there was no Master Drainage Plan and it was too expensive. Mr.
Burguieres said one was developed in 2000. Mr. Adams said that plan showed how
streets drained. Mr. Burguieres said a hydrologist would start at the bottom where
the water drained to and work up. Engineers said 50% of water drainage went into
the ground. The water drained toward Lake Pontchartrain and there were several
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Improved city’s resiliency to storm surges and other flood events

Foundation approaches

Piers only

Piers with slabs under elevated structures
At grade

Elevated

Status quo

Mr. Lauer asked if there were other issues related to critical areas, fill and
foundations. Mr. Adams reiterated the need for a technical committee. Mr. Lauer
said the City needed a formal drainage plan. Ms. Kidd said that could be discussed
with the City Engineer. Ms. Kidd said the City implemented drainage projects so
there must have some plan. Mr. Lauer said if the projects were prepared by
engineers there may be a bias to grey solutions. The board requested a briefing on
how the City was supposed to drain. Mr. Adams said one of the worst problems was
in the Golden Glen subdivision. Ms. Buchholz said the engineer reviewed how to
make that area drain. Ms. Kidd said currently there were no subdivisions below the
5’ contour with a minimum size lot above 5. She asked if the board wanted to look
at changing the 5’ number and listing areas not suitable for development. Mr.
Adams said 5’ was an arbitrary number. Mr. Clark said many new construction
projects in Old Mandeville were case studies in what not to allow. Mr. Lauer said he
needed to know clearly what the board wanted to achieve and their objectives. Mr.
Thomas suggested adding piers with chain walls as an option for foundation
approaches. .

Signs
EMC locations throughout B-1, B-2 and B-4 districts
Consider limiting to state highway system.

Ms. Kidd suggested including the Service Roads, Highways 22 and 190, and
North Causeway Boulevard. Mr. Thomas suggested including the West and East
Approach Roads. Ms. Kidd said that was a decision of the board where to regulate.
Council Member Ellis wanted to amend the ordinance to allow EMCs only on
Highway 190 and North Causeway Boulevard, but not on East and West Causeway
Approaches and on Highway 22.

Content neutrality approaches

Need to read

Category based

No political sign may be displayed outside of an elevation season {content based)
Governmental signs are exempt form regulation (content neutral)

Purpose statements become important

Special event signs may be posted no more than 3 day before the specific event.

Approach to content neutrality

Identify content based regulations exemptions definitions

Eliminate content reference or establish clear public purpose of distinctions
Add clear statement of city’s finding that the regulations are content neutral

Clarity/organization

Multi-tenant project

Original intent ~ allow project sign and anchor tenants

Current provisions - allow project sign and every tenant that can be squeezed into
the sign
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The Next Step

July 30t meeting would be an outline of the revisions and regulatory options.
August 19t meeting would be to refine the outline, and provide an update on the
Technical Committee’s progress

Rebecca Rohrbough, 2525 Lakeshore Drive, asked about the thru property to
Claiborne Street. The drainage in their end of the neighborhood was a ditch line
they were maintaining on each side. Drainage was a key issue to be addressed. In
regard to foundations, they would prefer a slab under their house when they
elevated. When the lake flowed through their property, it scoured under the
property and left pockets.and holes. They want to pressure wash under their house.

Mr. Thomas said a few years ago a strip shopping center was developed on
Highway 190 at Carondelet Street with a live oak tree. The contractor put in 2-3" of
fill. The tree had died, the owner created a cement parking lot and the landscaping
was terrible. Ms. Kidd said she would check with Ms. Gleason. There was a
discussion about having replanted the live oak tree several times and each time the
tree had died. The owner should have come back before the board since the tree
was a requirement.

Mr. Blache moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Ms. Bush and was

unanimously approved.

M r L | .
Lori Spr Secretary \\ Dennis Thomas, Chairman




