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Zoning Board
Public Hearing
January 14, 2014

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Nixon Adams and the secretary
called the roll.

Present: Nixon Adams, Simmie Fairley, Ren Clark, Rebecca Bush, Dennis
Thomas, Scott Quillin, and Michael Blache

Absent: None

Also present: Louisette Kidd, Planning Director, Mayor Donald Villere, and
David Ellis

~ Ms. Bush moved to adopt the minute of April 23, 2013, seconded by Mr.
Quillin and was unanimously approved.

Mr. Quillin moved to adopt the minutes of April 9, 213, seconded by Ms. mc,mr
and was unanimously approved.

It was requested to resend the minutes listed on the agenda for review and
adoption at the next meeting.

Mr. Quillin moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Thomas and was
unanimously approved.
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Zoning Board
Work Session
January 14,2014
Page 2

Fitzpatrick provide addresses for the pictures of fences in the neighborhood to make
comparisons.

Mr. Quillin asked if there was an existing fence. Mr. Fitzpatrick said Picture F
showed where the old fence was located. Mr. Quillin asked if it was off the edge of
the house. Mr. Thomas said 601 Cedarwood Drive had a fence and asked its
location. Mr. Fitzpatrick said it was 3-4’ off of the property line. He said other
fences were set back 15" at 6.

James Bouche, treasure of the Homeowners Association, stated he had been
on the board for 10 years. The association would like to have a 6’ fence that was
allowed by the covenants, but it was about the placement. The covenants stated a
fence shall be 20’ from the side street. Mr. Adams said the City could not enforce
covenants, but the code was 15’ from the property line. Mr. Bouche said the
association would like the fence set back further. Mr. Thomas asked on Picture G
how far back was the live oak tree. Mr. Fitzpatrick would measure it. Ms. Kidd said
the staff would verify the location and requested Mr. Fitzpatrick also locate all of the
trees on the plan to see if they would be impacted. Mr. Fitzpatrick said if the board
would agree with the covenants, he would push the fence back to accommodate
everyone.

It was asked why the covenants required a 20’ setback from the side street?
It was answered that the covenants were written 20 years ago and no one knew
why. It was suggested it was about aesthetics. Picture D showed shrubbery past
the fence line. There was no covenant restriction on shrubbery. Mr. Bouche said
the association wanted the 6’ fence, but it was about where it would be placed. This
was a larger boat than the previous owner had so it was not on the side street or the
front of the house?

Mr. Quillin asked where the subdivision sign was located and the dimensions
of that area. It was answered that the fence was behind the sign and was at least 20’
away.

Steve Koush, 617 Casey Drive and adjacent neighbor, said when the Casey’s
moved in they renovated and this was not about aesthetics. The 6’ fence was for the
pool and he was in agreement. Mr. Adams said if a variance request was only to
increase the value or for personal gain, the board could not grant the variance. The
findings for the variance must be for the betterment of the community.

Frank Daig, president of the Homeowners Association, agreed with Mr.
Bouche that the subdivision wanted to stick with the covenants and have the boat
behind the fence. However, they wanted to preserve their covenants as well. Mr,
Fitzpatrick was aware of the covenants. He had started to build the fence without a
permit and the City shut down the project. When the association had spoken with
him he seemed to want to comply with the covenants, but now it did not appear to
be the case.

Wayne Arena, 552 Kimberly Ann Drive, said his garage and their house faced
each other. He had no objection to a 6’ fence and everyone knew the City could not
enforce the covenants. Mr. Adams said the board could only take action based on
the code.

H.]. Crosby, 815 Cedarwood Drive, stated he had no objection with the new
location at 6’ in height.
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