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Ms. Gleason said for implementation, the project should be contracted and include a
maintenance contract with a December planting time. Th estimate was $40,000-60,000 for the
purchase and planting of the trees and a two year contract for both East and West Causeway. There
were concerns about whether a two year maintenance would be sufficient and it was decided that the
specifications should include the contractor having a water truck and/or water bags or rings.

The board decided to place the item on the September agenda and the estimate was included in
the proposed budget. The discussion continued that the Wildflower Garden was getting a lot of
negative response and the public needed to be educated. Ms. Clark suggested a newspaper article with
an explanation of the transition and that the flowers would outgrow the grass in the next season. There
would be another Wildflower Garden at the intersection of Highway 22 and West Causeway.

Highway 190/Florida Street Planting Locations

The City Council had placed a condition on the $100,000 per year funding requiring Parish
participation. The Parish had stated they would provide in-kind landscape design services that had not
moved forward. The Cooperative Endeavor Agreement had not been finalized and they were working
on their own projects. The street design of roll over curbs did not allow for the planting of large trees.
The board discussed soliciting property owners to plant trees creating a canopy on private property to
beautify the area with the property owner being responsible for the maintenance.

Mr. Discon and Ms. Clark had created a list of suggested locations. Ms. Scott said the City had a
non-conforming shopping center requirement and she suggested having the Parish Councilman adopt
those regulations with a five year amortization in the former Overlay District. The species of trees must
be considered with overhead electric wires. Ms. Gleason said there must be a 20’ clearance from the
electric lines. Cypress trees were also suggested since they would grow up rather than out, but there
was a concern that it would block the traffic view.

The next step would be to contact the owners through a letter asking them to participate in the
program. It was suggested to name it the Florida Street Live Oak Planting Program. if a live oak tree
was not suitable then it was suggested to plant a magnolia or poplar tree. Ms. Scott also suggested
having the Parish continue their plan preparation.

It was decided that Ms. Clark would compose a letter and email it for review.

Staff Updates

e The Wildflower Garden on West Causeway was on track with ground preparation and then
planting.

¢ There was a tree with a large branch for kids to climb that had a pile of mulch that was not
spread. Ms. Sica asked if the rest of the trees would be mulched. Ms. Casanova said it was
decided to spread the remainder of the mulch in the fall because of hurricane season.

e The little cypress trees on the lakefront past Marigny Avenue were being weed wacked. These
trees should be mulched as well as the oak tree at Marigny Avenue.

e The price to change to a chain barrier at the Pottery Oak would be $800. It was suggested to
change to a hemp colored rope that was as large as a fist that could be purchased at a marine
store.

e The ozk tree by the rose garden was dead. There was an oak tree at the end of Carroll Street
that had broken a branch during July 4™. The trees by the rose garden should be trimmed of the
dead limbs.

e The irrigation system at the rose garden worked sporadically. One of the problems was that
people keep touching it. The landscaper had suggested locking a cage over it.
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