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Ms. Crosby said the City was in discussions and was obtaining estimates from
Cleco about burying the wires underground. Depending on the costs, burying the
wires would mean less tree cutting issues. Mr. Mitchell agreed, but asked for a
timeline. Ms. Clark said it would be some time in the future. Mike Mesa, property
owner, said there were two trunks on the tree and he offered a compromise to
remove one part of the tree for the driveway and keep the quirkiness of the tree.
Ms. Clark asked about caging the canopy of the tree to provide adequate space.

Ms. Frederick asked about relocating the driveway. Mr. Mesa said there were
magnolia trees to be preserved on the other side of the property. Ms. Frederick
asked about the footage from the proposed driveway to the predominant part of the
tree, and suggested raising the canopy of the tree. Mr. Mitchell said it wasa 12’
driveway. Ms. Frederick suggested with shaping Mr. Mesa could still accomplish
what he wanted. Mr. Mesa said he liked oak trees and was trying to save the other
two trees.

Ms. Fargason asked what was on the east side that he could not relocate the
driveway. Mr. Mitchell said there were two magnolia trees that would be
preserved. Mr. Mesa said then it would be under the canopy of the two live oak
trees. Mr. Mitchell said they could consider a total gravel driveway. Mr. Mitchell
said the house would be a pier type foundation so there would not be a dam under
the house and with the oak tree size would absorb about 2,000 gallons of water per
day.

With the house location it would get a natural system and wind protection
with the trees. If a concrete driveway was installed, it would not be until the next
fall. Ms. Crosby asked why Mr. Mesa had chosen the position of the house. Mr.
Mitchell said by placing it to the left it provided for more side yard and open area.
This was also a concession to the adjacent neighbor and provided a better view.

Ms. Clark suggested trimming the tree. Mr. Mitchell said this was a suitable
compromise. From a public standpoint, it was most advisable. Mr. Mesa said it
would have to be trimmed for the pedestrians and bicyclist. Mayor Villere said
there was a City project on the south side trimming the trees up to 7°. Ms. Clark
suggested the trimming should be on a tree by tree basis.

Ms. Crosby summarized that Mr. Mesa offered an alternative of trimming the
tree to allow the driveway. She asked if there was a way to pump the concrete from
the street to the house. Mr. Mitchell said not for a 150’ distance. Mr. Mitchell said
Mr. Mesa was essentially giving the City the entire front yard with the setback.

There was a draft that would be modified for trimming the canopy to allow
access for construction vehicles. There was a discussion and agreement for the
project to overseen by Dr. Guidry. Ms. Crosby moved to adopt Resolution 15-01 as
amended, seconded by Ms. Frederick and was unanimously approved. The
resolution would be forwarded to the Planning and Zoning Commission for
consideration. Mayor Villere said the City would pay for Dr. Guidry’s supervision.
Mr. Mitchell said they would clip the wire and unwind it.

Ms. Crosby moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Ms. Clark and was
unanimously approved.
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