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Zoning Board
Public Hearing
March 12,2013

The meeting was called to order by Zoning Chairman Nixon Adams and the
secretary called the roll.

Present: Nixon Adams, Dennis Thomas, Simmie Fairley, Ren Clark, Scott
Quillin, Rebecca Bush, and Michael Blache.

Also present: Louisette Kidd, Planning Director and Council Member Rick
Danielson

Absent: None

Mr. Adams announced that written notice of decisions regarding variances
will be filed in the Board’s office the following day of this meeting at which time
applicable appeal time will begin to run

The first case discussed was V13-02-02 Prieto Marina, LLC requests a
variance to Section 5.2.3, Grading Supplement, 200 section of Prieto Marina, 1298
Madison Street, zoned PM-1

Ms. Kidd presented a proposed renovation to the Prieto Marina to include the
renovation of an existing bulkhead and to allow the dredge material to be placed on
the site. Two areas were designated to be utilized away from the existing trees. The
Madison Street right-of-way would no longer have an encroachment. There was a
discussion at the work session about the area and amount of fill after it had settled
in six to eight months would be reduced in volume by 1/3 to %. It was also
discussed that the fill would be allowed to be placed with tree protection for a
period of time and then revisit the case to see if the fill could be spread further on
the site and reduced to 8”. Another alternative for consideration would be to have
the material removed at that future time. Either decision did not affect any drainage
issues.

Mr. Adams suggested reviewing the settling after one year. He also asked
about a ruling on the bulkhead repair. Ms. Kidd said the staff did not look atitas a
placement of fill, but as a repair of the bulkhead. Backfill in the bulkhead had
eroded and the proposal would bring it even with the existing ground. Mr. Adams
said the request was to haul in material for backfill. Mr. Clark asked why Mr.
Doolittle would not use the spoil. Bob Doolittle, representative, said the mud and
clay would not compact. A compactible material with sandy clay was needed. Mr.
Clark asked about the Corps of Engineers permit. Mr. Doolittle had received permits
except for the reclamation. Ms. Kidd said that was not part of this case. Mr. Clark
said the beginning height would be 1.9’ at the time of dumping. Mr. Doolittle agreed
that there would be about 1’ at the end of the settling. Mr. Adams reiterated that
the spoil was being placed only in the area shown on plan.

Mr. Blache moved to approve the variance for one year to review the spoil
settlement and decide if it would remain in the location and allow the backfilling
behind the bulkhead with a material suitable for the project, seconded by Mr.
Fairley. Mr. Clark asked if the threshold of one year was sufficient for settling. Ms.
Kidd said if it was not, the mud could be hauled off. The vote was unanimously
approved.

Mr. Doolittle asked if the board would approve the renovation to the marina
as the last step of the permit process. Ms. Kidd suggested a board resolution for the
next step following local approval. David Lamulle, contractor, said they would
require a letter of no objection. Ms. Kidd said the governing body was the City
Council. Mr. Adams said the board had no objection to the reclamation. Mr.
Doolittle had used a survey from the original purchase in 1979 and the engineer had
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Zoning Board
Public Hearing
March 12,2013
Page 3

than 14, it was in keeping with the neighborhood, and the elimination of the
breezeway from the plan, seconded by Ms. Bush. Mr. Adams suggested requiring a
buffering at the rear property line, and Mr. Thomas suggested planting bamboo if
Mr. Rodgers was not able to purchase the lot. It was suggested to construct a
window on the rear. Mr. Thomas suggested planting a screening on the side by the
neighbor. Mr. Rodgers stated the plans indicated the installation of windows on the
front and interior sides, and he agreed to plant bamboo on the side for screening.
The friendly amendment of buffering was accepted and seconded. The vote was
unanimously approved.

The next case discussed was V13-02-04 Wimberly-Haddad, LLC/Bi Guo
Zheng requests a variance to Article 10, Sign Codes, parcel in Plot 2, Virginia
Heights, 1633 N. Causeway Boulevard, zoned B-2

Ms. Kidd presented a variance request for an additional 42 square feet of
attached signage. As discussed at the work session, the property was granted
variances to allow the freestanding pole sign to remain. Under current regulations,
monument signs were required in the Gateway Overlay District. Single tenant
premises with a freestanding sign were required to install either the pole sign or the
attached signage. At this time, the allowable square footage was installed on the
pole sign. The restaurant had changed ownership and the pole sign, attached sign
and neon on the building was installed without a permit.

There were discussions at the work session that if the pole sign height was
reduced to a monument sign, the tenant could retain a portion of the attached
signage.

Kenny Cann, American Express Sign Company, had installed all of the signage
without a permit. Mr. Adams stated that if the pole sign was reduced to a monument
sign, the 20% bonus toward attached signage would allow 13 square feet. In
addition, there was neon installed along the building which was considered signage
and added to the overage.

Mr. Adams said converting the pole sign to a monument sign would be a goal
of the City. The monument sign would require appropriate landscaping. He did not
think the sign on the building was offensive with a monument sign. Mr. Adams said
he understood there was a large investment of signage. The change from a pole sign
to a monument sign would require the building owner’s permission.

Mr. Cann said he had spoken with the landlord about the lowering sign. The
issue was the location on the Service Road and with the existing landscaping, it
would not be visible. Ms. Kidd said other centers along the same roadway had
installed monument signs. Ms. Bush said she thought the attached signage was
more visible than the pole sign. Mr. Clark said he needed additional information on
how much the percentage increased with the neon.

Mr. Fairley moved to table the case, seconded by Ms. Bush and was
unanimously approved.

The next case discussed was V13-02-05 Charles C Robert Children’s Trust -
Susan Burwell Trustee requests a variance to Section 8.3.5.2(1), Specific Standards
for Residential Construction, and Section 8.3.5.5, Coastal High Hazard Areas, a parcel
of land in square 4, 1721 Lakeshore Drive, zoned R-1

Ms. Kidd presented a variance request to the specific standards under the
Flood Hazard Prevention regulations to allow repairs to the applicant’s house based
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Zoning Board
Work Session
March 12,2013

The meeting was called to order by Zoning Chairman Nixon Adams and the
secretary called the roll.

Present: Nixon Adams, Dennis Thomas, Simmie Fairley, Ren Clark, Scott
Quillin, Rebecca Bush and Michael Blache.

Also present: Louisette Kidd, Planning Director and Council Member Rick
Danielson

Absent: None

The two cases were discussed in conjunction. The two cases were V13-03-06
William Smith IV/]Jacourt LLC requests a variance to Article 9, Parking and
Landscaping, square 34, 448 Lafitte Street, zoned B-3, and Z13-03-02 William Smith
IV/Jacourt LLC requests a zoning permit to Section 6.4.7, Animal Sales and Service,
square 34, 448 Lafitte Street, zoned B-3.

Ms. Kidd presented a variance request to parking. A variance was previously
granted to the setback and landscaping requirements. The Zoning Permit would be
to allow a doggy daycare. The property previously housed Period Millworks. The
daycare would allow day care for animals recuperating from surgery and
rehabilitation. The hours would be 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. with no overnight boarding. The
parking would consist of drop off and leave. The building contained 3,769 square
feet with an area of 50" x 200’ for outdoor exercise. The applicant presented the site
plan approved for Period Millworks, the mini-storage units, an old barn, and one
building that had been demolished. The parking lot shown was not improved, but
there was some gravel, and if cleaned could be utilized. The parking spaces
indicated seven on-site parking spaces that would now be used for the outdoor dog
area. There were about 12 parking spaces in the front of and along the side of the
building by the mini-storage.

Originally there were 12 on-site and 6 on street parking spaces. The variance
would be for 15 parking spaces. Mr. Adams said it appeared the use would be two
spaces plus employee parking. Mr. Blache asked if the board could make it specific
to the use. It was confirmed that the barn was not being included in the calculation.
Monroe Street was available for parking. Mr. Adams said the mini-storage did not
contain driveways.

Marilyn Clark, applicant, said the mini storage had street parking, which was
public parking. Ms. Kidd said there was a remaining slab where the building was
removed. Mr. Clark stated the adjacent neighbor to the rear on Monroe Street was a
child daycare.

Joe Marchetta, side yard neighbor, said one of the buildings to the rear was
falling over and encroaching onto his property. Mr. Adams asked Mr. Brown to
review the site. Mr. Adams said the yard should be fenced. Mr. Clark said the fence
should enclose the entire yard perimeter from the neighbors.

Mr. Adams asked the applicant if any of the area could be used for parking.
Mr. Clark, applicant, said the fence would be wooden to mimic Mr. Marchetta’s fence.
The property owner would need to decide about demolishing the barn. Ms. Clark
said the owner wanted to remove the barn in the future. She also told the board that
they would have double fencing since they do not want the dogs to get out of the
yard or the building. Mr. Clark was concerned about children in the neighborhood.

Mr. Marchetta said he was trying to sell the adjacent residence and had lost
two prospects because of the property condition. He was not against pets, but
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