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Historic Preservation District Commission
Public Hearing- June 20, 2013
Page 2
Unfinished Business
There is none at this time.
New Business

Starting with 818 Adair Street demolition request, Ms. Kidd stated that in the Sally Reeves
survey, it actually shows the house as “Not Rated” due to the poor condition . Mr. Burkett has provided
documentation that is outline in our request. Ms. Kidd said that Mr. Burkett intended to demolish the
two buildings and build a single family residence. After meeting with Design Review, Mr. Burkett agreed
to amend his original construction package to include hardi plank, window trim, corner boards,& side
lights by the front door to give the house more of a cottage feel. Mr. Burkett said that he had spoken to
the architect about making those changes. He may flip the house so the door is on the other side.

Mr. Pulaski said that he had gone by and the house was in terrible shape. Ms. Danielson asked if
Mr. Burkett would be going back on the same foot print which he replied he was still working on the
survey.

Mr. Bernard said that he also went by the structure , talked to the neighbors, tried to get on the
porch and almost fell through. Mr. Bernard stated that what the Commission is trying to do is send a
message that they are going to be careful to what structures go away. That the Commission is going to
be consistent but yet particular in their decisions.

Mr.Hijuelos thanked Mr. Burkett for putting all the backup information to allow the Commission
to make an informative decision. He also stated that the structure was not in immediate danger of
collapse but it was apparent that it had significant structural damage. Mr. Hijuelos made the statement,
“ Can it be salvaged? Yes, anything can be saved, but at what price. The Commission’s job is to balance
economics against preservation.” Mr. Hijuelos asked for a motion to approve the Certificate of
Appropriateness. Ms. Haveman made a motion to approve. Mr. Pulaski seconded that. As that there
were no opposition, the motion was carried unanimously.

Mr. Hijuelos stated that the next case was 1715 Claiborne Street. The representive for the case
was not in attendance, so Mr. Hijuelos opened it up for discussion.

Ms. Kidd pointed out on Mr. Cousin’s application for demolition, he stated the the structure
had major structural problems, old plumbing needed to be replaced, 3 different types of windows and
no architectural significance at all. The repairs needed to be done on this 1100 square foot house would
cost more that the value of it. He intends to demolish this house and build a new single family residence.
Ms. Kidd added that the property was owned by his father. it had flooded in Hurricane Katrina and has
not been lived in or repaired since. Mr. Cousin’s is buying the property from his father, who is elderly.
Mr.Cousin’s is in the house raising industry and in the benefits/cost ratio does not meet his family’s
needs. His plans are to build a 2500 square foot house. The Commissioners asked about the building
plans, which Ms. Kidd replied that Mr. Cousin said he was not spending a dime on plans until he knows if
the Commission will approve the demolition.

Mr. Hijuelos said that “meeting one’s needs” was not a reason for demolition. The Commission
needs to be careful in their decisions.

Mr.Bernard stated that he had gone and looked around the house . He finds this house different
from 818 Adair in that it is not as old, it has been radically altered, it is better structuraily, and the scale
is nice on the street , but will it be as contributing elevated as it is now? Mr. Bernard says that he feels it
will not be as contributing and that’s a problem for him. The audience member, Ms. Adele Foster, asked
that would this not be a continually problem in the district. Mr. Bernard concurred this will be an
ongoing problem, but with this house the primary reason it is deemed contributing would be it’s scale.
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